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Over sixty years ago, purportedly with the intention to deflect a proposal calling
for an immediate end to all nuclear explosions, it was proposed to the General
Assembly of the United Nations that it establish a Committee to collect and evaluate
information on the levels and effects of ionizing radiation. Subsequently on 3
December 1955 the General Assembly unanimously approved resolution 913(X),
which established the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation (UNSCEAR).

The original committee was composed of senior scientists from 15 designated UN
Member States, namely Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada,
Czechoslovakia, Egypt, France, India, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, the UK, the USA and

the USSR.
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